NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2009

Welcome

Dear All, 

a warm welcome back to all our children and their parents, and a particularly warm welcome to all our new families, who are joining TOSH for the first time.  We hope that this will be the start of a long and happy relationship with us based on the needs and development of your child.

Website

Please see our nursery website which has been recently transformed and has a copy of our current term dates and newsletter  – 

www.theoldschoolhousenursery.co.uk 

If parents wish to email the nursery for any reason, please note that our email address is theoldschoolhousenurseryheadcorn@hotmail.com 

An updated list of all staff qualifications and courses attended is available in the lobby of both the Nursery and Toddler Unit.

Water at nursery

Last term, children in the main Nursery were each given a water bottle by Water for Work and Home, to bring in each day (empty please in their red book bag) to ensure that they drank sufficient water, to keep their body hydrated.  We are continuing with the project this term and your child will be bringing home their bottle with this newsletter, together with a colouring sheet.

Children in the Toddler Unit will be given extra water during the day by staff.

Car Park Safety

Despite the speed ramps that are in place between the entrance gates, several parents have complained about the speed of some parents as they arrive and leave the nursery site.  We have therefore recently purchased speed restriction signs to remind everyone that the speed limit is 5mph because children may be walking across the car park.  We would also remind pedestrians to ensure that they are holding their child’s hand as they walk home or walk to their car.  Your support in this matter is much appreciated to ensure that all children remain safe. Thank you

Headlice, Colds and Upset Tummies

As children play in close proximity with one another it is likely that any head lice/nits will be readily transferred from one head to another and unfortunately there is nothing that can be done about it other than asking all families to regularly check their child’s hair for headlice and treat as appropriate, to stop these spreading.

Similarly, if children are unwell with colds or upset tummies, it will reduce the spread of infection, if they remain at home, thank you.

Labelling

Can we please remind parents about appropriate labelling of clothing, bringing in  plimsols/slippers named in named bag and if you could please label your child’s lunch box on the outside.  It would be helpful if parents could please also advise staff on the door if your child has a meal for lunch that needs heating and particularly if the meal is still frozen.  Thank you

Open Days

Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th December will be our Open Days for parents when you are invited in to join your child and speak with their Key Person about their development.

Christmas Parties

These will be held on Thursday 17th and Friday 18th December.  If your child does not normally attend on one of these days, please liaise with staff to ensure that they are included in one or other parties.  

In the main Nursery the children will present a Nativity to their parents prior to the Nursery party.

Times for Open Days and Nursery Nativity and All Christmas Parties will be advised at the end of October.

End of Term and childcare

The last day of term is Friday 18th December – please see term dates – and childcare is available up to and including 1pm on 24th December, 2009.  Please book a place for your child if you need childcare services outside of term.

Please note the Nursery will be shut from 1pm on 24th December until 8.00 am on Tuesday, 5th January, 2010.

Requests

If anyone is able to help out with the following requests for unwanted items or recycled materials, staff in the main Nursery would be very grateful;

· small cardboard tubes, especially any very hard large tubes ie from a roll of 

lino or carpet

· small boxes with lids

· small inexpensive gifts that will fit inside a plastic cup for sale as a fete fundraiser

Children in Need Day – Friday 20th November

Please note that both the Nursery and Toddler Unit will be supporting Children in Need day.  More details to follow!

Activity Days

Parents with children in the main Nursery are invited to join their children and the staff one day per week when we have our Activity Day.  Please see the list of dates that will shortly be on the door in the Nursery lobby.

Topics

Please note that the topic for the main Nursery is music and sound, across the years and staff would be very grateful if any parents has an instrument that they would like to show to or play to the children.  

The Toddler Unit topic is Nursery Rhymes and Colours.

Please note that it would be appreciated if children in the main Nursery could please bring in a photo of themselves with their family 

Key Person

Your child’s keyperson for this term is…………………………………………………

and the back up person during their absence is ……………………………………….

If you have any queries about your child you should please contact the person named first initially. 

Please note that occasionally, due to unforeseen circumstances, someone other than the above named staff may work with your child but staff will advise the reason behind this.

Additional Activities

We now have staff in both the Toddler Unit and main Nursery that have been on early years yoga training and will be introducing this to your child.  Music will also continue to be offered to all children and French conversation to children in the main Nursery only.  Please see the entrance doors for the respective timetable. 

Please also note that we will be working with a few children in a small group, as appropriate, to support language development or sharing/social interaction skills.  Staff will advise parents if they feel their child could benefit from one of these extra groups.

Parents’ Evening

We try to hold a parents’ information evening on a regular basis with the last one being about Montessori equipment.  We would therefore be interested in holding another Parents’ Information/Social Evening in the spring term, possibly around the subject of Positive Behaviour Management and would like to hear from parents if this would be of interest or be happy to hear of any other suggested topics.   Please write us a note in your child’s contact book.

Additional Time

Please note that parents who drop their child off before 9.15am in the main Nursery (9.30am in the Toddler Unit) and collect them after 12.15pm (12.00pm Toddler Unit) will be charged for any such additional time.

And finally, please communicate with staff via your child’s contact book to enable us to work together for the best interests of your child and their healthy and happy development.

Many thanks

08/09/2009

